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THE RESIDENTS OF 2540 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., NW
WASHINGTON, DC, 20008

To:  Mary Cheh

City Council Member

Chair of the Committee on Transportation and the Environment.
From: The Residents of 2540 Massachusetts Ave, NW

Washington, DC 20008

March, 2018

Dear Council Member Cheh:

We, the undersigned residents of 2540 Massachusetts Ave., are concerned by the
Department of Transportation’s plans to replace or renovate the streetlights in the city. We-
encourage you to review DDOT’s scheme for street lighting and consider the positive and
negative effects of the streetlights selected for our Sheridan-Kalorama neighborhood.

We applaud the city’s efforts to install LED lighting; this sort of installation will lower the
city’s electrical costs. Nevertheless, we are concerned that the DDOT’s selection process in
determining the type of lighting for a neighborhood will not result in the best choice. For
example, in the Dupont Circle area, the DDOT has already installed a few 4000 Kelvin lights — a
very bright blue-white light that we often see used as lighting for playing fields. Lights of this
intensity hurt the eye and harm our health. The American Medical Association points out that
the 4000 Kelvin level can contribute to insomnia. Moreover, pollinators and migrating birds are
negatively affected by such bright light at night.

We hope that you will work to persuade the city to install LED’s rated as warm-white and of
a low color temperature (2700 Kelvin). Lighting of this type in our residential area would

enhance the neighborhood, not detract from it.

Your voice is needed; streetlights in our Sheridan-Kalorama neighborhood -- and throughout
the city -- should emit a warm glow and not a harsh blast of blue-white light.

Sincerely,
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